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42.-REPORT ON TEIE TRAP-NETS PISIIED I N  THE SPRING OP 1885 
IN THE POTORIAC RIVER AND OIKESAPEAXE BAY.* 

B y  Lieut. W. M. WOOD, U. S .  N. 

[From letter to Prof. S. F. Baird.] 

I beg leave to submit the following report on the trap-nets fished this 
season in the Potomac River from Bryant's Point to its mouth, and in 
the Chesapeake Ray from the mouth of the Potomac, by may of the 
Capes, to Uherrystone Inlet. The accompanying table gives whatever 
reliable data I have been able to obtain. 

Wherever possible the catch of shad and herring mas obtained, but 
in most instances the owners of the nets were not to be found, and in 
many others they had no record of the catch themselves. 

The fishermen of the Potomac spoke of the catch this season as very 
light, but the reports became more favorable as w e  came down tbe 
bay, culminating at York Spit, where it mas the best ever known. The 
catch here exceeded that of last year by one-third, and the average per 
net was from 10,000 to 25,000 shad, and immense numbers of herring of 
which no account was kept. The fishermen on the Eastern Shore say 
they never make very large catches of shad there; that they did fairly 
this year, and considerably better than last season. The table shows 
183 nets in the Potomac, 244 on the west side of the bay, and 16 on 
the Eastern Shore, making 412 in all. 

In some localities, instead of calling a net of two or more pockets a 
single net, the fishermen speak of i t  as so many separate nets of a 
single pocket emh. 

In some instances, these nets, in a line, one outside the other, belong 
to diff'erent individuals, though to all appearances they are one net. 
Whenever I was able to find out a net which had more than one pocket 
it has been so specified. 

Owing to the lateness of the season some few nets have probably 
escaped my observation. After the shad season, most of the nets ere 
taken up, even as far down as York Spit. Comparatively few fish for 
mackerel and summer fish. 

STEAMER FISH HAWK, 
York River, June 2 I ,  1883. - ___- 

* The accompanying tableR have been compiled in  the office of tho  Fish Commission 
from the more detailed tables furnished by Lieutenant WOO~.--EDITOR. 
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Shad and h d n g  nets in the Potomao River, 1083. 
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38 ’ Nnme of shore. 

Season’s catoh 
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POTO3lAC ItIVER. 

Gut Landing ............................................. 
Gunniaon Coro. ......................................... 
Iudinn Head.. ........................................... 
Occoqunn Flats .......................................... 
Deop Point.. ............................................. 
Stump Neck ............................................. 

Nnqjomoy Itenob. ........................................ 
Upper Codnr Point.. ..................................... 
Port Tohncco Flat ....................................... 
Mathins Point. .......................................... 
Pope’s Creek ........................................... 
Mouth of Port Tobncco Creek ............................ 
l’rospect Hill ............................................. 
Clifton.. ................................................ 
PerRimmon Point. ........................................ 
Lower Cedar I’oint ...................................... 
Moulh of Mnchoclic Creek ................................ 
Pirnwnsen Creek. ........................................ 
Xmbodic Flats. .......................................... 
Cedar Island.. ............................................ 
Rozier’s Creek ............................................ 
Bluff Point.. .............................................. 
Hollister‘s ................................................ 
White Point .............................................. 
Mnttos’s Creek ........................................... 
Bridge’s Creek ............................................ 
Stratford Mills.. .......................................... 
Cuiiomnn. ................................................. 
Ragged point. ............................................ 
l ful~th of Neal’s Creok .................................... 
Henry Creek.. ........................................... 
Sailit Gcorgo Islnnd Bar .................................. 
Cornfield Harbor ........................................ 
Siinti Point, mouth of Pcomico River. ................... 
Itog Island, mouth of Coan Rivor.. ....................... 
Great Neck, Conn River.. ................................ 
Mouth of Cubitt‘aCreok .................................. 

Lpc%‘s Point, mouth of Ycomico River. ................. 
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(a) Two of the six pound-nets nt Gunutson Cove measured 100 fnthoms apiece. 
( b )  Catch smull. 
( c )  The catch for three of tho eight pound-nets at Port Tobncco consisted of 600 shnd nnd 100,000 

hoiring; tlint for the rest is not reportecl. 
( d )  Tho cntch for four of tho twdvo pound-nets a t  Popo’s Crook ConsiRtod of 400 shnd nnd 15,000 hor- 

ring; Ihni, for fivo of the rcmninder is said to have been smnll, nnd nothing has been nsoortninud 
regarding that for the other throe. 

( 8 )  ‘J’ww of tho four pound-nets nt  Nnohodio Creek moaeured 100 fathoms each and contained one 
pocliot npiuco. Their catch oonsistod of 300 slind and a0,ooo honing; that for the others is not 
reported. 
(f) Ono of tlie Llirec pound.nets at Picawaxen Croek was 125 fathoms long. 
(Q) Catch fair. 
(h) Two of the three pound.nots at Lynch’s Point measured 100 fathoms eaoh. 
(i) The catch for ono of the throe pound-nets at Lynch’s Point consisted of 400 shad and a very fern 

(31 Tho catch of nine of the eloren pound-net8 nt Hog Island consisted of 8,000 shnd and 00,ooo her- 
herring; that of o m  is roported small. and that of t he  third is unknown. 

nag; that of the ot1it.r two was slight. 
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Shad avd herring nets in Clteeapeake Bay, 1883. 
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South of Smith's Point .................................... 
Taskmaator's Creok ...................................... 
Dammeron's Marsh.. ..................................... 
Between North Point and Windmill Point.. .............. 
Mouth of Rnppahannock River.. ......................... 
Inside of Rap ahannock Spit.. ........................... 
South sido of kpahannock  Entrance. ................... 
Hill's Bay, mout of Piaucatank River ................... 
South Shore. .............................................. 
Cwynn's Island.. ......................................... 
Mobjack Bay .............................................. 
Dins Cree Bar ........................................ 
York Spit ................................................. 
York Spit and Too's Point.. .............................. 

Woif-Tra F, Spit.. .......................................... 

EAST EHOILR OF CHESAPEAKE BAY. 
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Cape Charles.. ............................................ 6 
Picket's Hole .............................................. 6 

Total.. .................................................... I- 
(a) Catch large. 

........ 1 

412 ....... 

Season's catch. 

If', I If', 
.. ...... 

(b )  Three of t h o  thirty-eight ponnd-nets a t  Taskmneter'a Crcek monsured 100 fathoms effih. Their 
catch consisted of 3,500 shad and 95,000 herring; that for twenty-throe wm of fnir size, and that for 
the other twelve was very slight. 

(c) Catch fair. 
(d). Tho catch for fourteen of the aixteon pound-net8 a t  Gwynn'sIslnnd consisted of 21,000 shad and 

950,000 herring; that for the other two ie not known. 
(e) Four of the twenty-one pound-nets a t  Mobjack Bay contained one pockot, fourteen contnined two 

pockets, and t,hreo cont&cd threo pockets. The catch for one pound-net was fair, that for threo was 
light, and that for the remainder was not reported. 

u) The beat season ever known, tho nets averaging from 10,000 to 25,000 shad ouch, together with 
groat quantities of herring of which no record was kept. Tho catch nrae 0no.thit.d larger than that of 
lwt gear, and greatly oxceeded any catch mndo during the previous eight years. 

Their catch oonsisted of 
1,000 shad and 10,000 herring; that for the other8 was fair, and better than last year. 

(g) Two of tho six ponnd-nets a t  Cape Charles measured 100 fathoma each. 

(h) Catch fair md bottor than k e t  year. 

4:L-EARLY U A T C E  OP MACICEREL. 

B y  BARNET PHILLIPS. 

[From letter to S. F. Baircl.] 

Mackerel in market to-day caught on Thursday [March 291 off Eat-  
teras. In  1889 they were in New York markets on the 1st of' April; in 
1881 on the 23d of March. 

TINES OFFICE, NEW YORK, Hurch 31, 1883. 




